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AMERICAN EMBASSY 
LONDON 


Dear .lr. President, 

./hen I lust hud the pleasure or seeing you just 
before i.e .ving for London, you as. ed . .e to write to you now 
and then, which of course 1 am cellghtoa to do, un the 
other hand I don't ..ant you to think of acknowledging such 
letters, otherwise 1 should feel that it v/us wrong for me 
to v/rite to you. 

I have been here now Just under a Month, and ain 
gradually learning 8onething ubout the new job. It takes me 
into circles where i have nover before penetrated, fur away 
from diplomacy and into the realm of wur o ; or tiona. It is 
intensely intereitln<_ and sti..uluting, and will becomo more 
so us our own military operations get under way. iy first 
task was to get in touch with our own Coin.and. General .iiaen- 
hower h .s been exceedingly cordial, and seems to welcome 
the closest possible association with us. J4y second task nas 
been to g.;t into friendly touch with the opposite numbers of 
U3G in the British Govern .cnt. This is tricing some ti..e, and 
:..uny lunch and dinner meetings, following English methods, 
appear to be nece.sury. :.y third task, which has not yet 
been fully completed, is to bring the office into intimate 




contact with the in elligence officers of the oxileu Govom- 
..en*u3, -nd to help in this direction, * uin establishing 
personal connections with the heads of those Governments, the 
Presidents of ioland, Czechoslovakia, etc., etc. Everywhere 
the welcome has been cordial, and I air. beginning to see how 
our offlee can be of great service to the Joint Chiefs of 
Stuff in ’.Vashington. 

There is a problem v/hich night affect the relation- 
s..ip between the x-ondon offices of Ops and 0.71, which 30 ..ie 
people refer to .3 Jsychological Warfare. * hove insisted 
tiu-t there ahull be no si c n of friction between these two 
London offic a, in view o ’ the i.port noe of preserving u 
•olid front before the British Government Agenci a. Pe 
ally I intend to see tiiat U33 and 0.71 cooperate, keeping 
within our respective omaim, ;.nu t the some time keeping 
one another fully infer .ed. usj in London is sot u in 
such a way as to be in the closest touch with the military 
situ lion, ./hi ’.e the of *ice here of o.Vi v/i 1 have the 
principal relationship with ioliticul projogunda activities. 

./e cun thus divide our daily -work along these lines, , nd if 
OSS canalizes -.11 military information, including th. t part of 
propaganda which the Joint Chief3 of Staff re. ard as concerned 
primarily with military operations, and O.VI deals with all 
other aspects of propaganda, ./e will for i an excellent 
teum. 

Our permanent office ullding is on Grosvenor Stre -t, 
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a couple of blocks from tho Kmbaiay. It is not yet reudy 
for us, anti meanwhile .ve are huddled into tempo rary offices 
in the Embassy building. V/inant has been most cordial, and 
has permitted me to keep a small office adjoining that of 
his Counsellor, so that in this ./_y I can ;.eep in touch 
with him, even after 0 3o hus moved to its permanent building 
where I shall have my he-douarters. 

I need not describe London to you. Ct. Paul's 
Cathedral stands unscathed on the exterior amid surrounding 
ruin, certainly one of tne greatest spectacles in London, 
but 1 find that conditions in hayfair are even more depressing 
for 1 had not realised how much damage h. d been ciono to this 
part of the city. It has been literally vacated, and those 
houses even slightly duaa 0 ed are being left to fall into 
ruin, ./e live in grim surroundings, except for the new 
upartment houses which arc overcrowded. I am iivi.ig ut the 
Connaught hotel which, though not a particularly oh*erful 
establishment, is comfortable enough, und 1 3hall probably 
remain there. 

1 lunched the other day with our mutual friend Arthur 
ICurruy, down for a day from Scotland, and very full of 
English politics, he tells me t.iut he ./rites to you f x uite 
regularly, so that I need not describe to you his feelings 
about the P.Ih which, to put it ir.ii.dy, are not complimentary. 


tox-o t this critical 


•• 



It is a great privilege to b, 
ti»e» and I am thankful that i oarae. 
- 1 ith all good wishes. 



The honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
a he '.'/hite house, 

Washington, D.G. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


October 28, 1942 

The President, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

I an enclosing a memorandum I have just received in 

the pouch from Bill IMllips recounting a conversation 

he had with Dr. genesI thought you would like to see 

it. 



Sincerely, 



Director 


October 6, 1942 



At Dr. Benes' invitation I lunched alone with him today at 
the Ritz, in a private room. He gave me the following information. 

He has just learned from what he believes to be a responsible 
source, and which was again confirmed to him this morning, that 
General Haider, the German Chief of Staff, has been dismissed. He 
has been succeeded by Major General Tretzler, who has been advanced 
rapidly to this high office, contrary to the general practice in 
promotions in the German Army. Dr. Benes regards this change 
as of extreme importance for the following reasons: 

On August 9th there was held an important defense council, 
attended by Hitler, to deal with the military problems that would 
arise after the capture of Stalingrad, which it was assumed would 
take place in a week, that is by August 16th. A quarrel ensued 
between Hitler and the older Generals, including General Haider. 

The latter group wished to continue the offensive operation to the 
north, in order to get behind Moscow, destroy Timoshenko's army, 
and finish the war before the winter set in. Hitler was against this 
proposal. He wanted to stablize the Eastern front after takihg the 
Caucasus, and then to free one hundred divisions for the West, and 
for concentration against Great Britain. This quarrel between the 
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Generals and Hitler was of course useless, because Stalingrad has 
not in fact fallen. Nevertheless, the dismissal of Haider is prob¬ 
ably related to toe quarrel, and his dismissal and that of von Bock 
is punishment for toe failures in connection eito Stalingrad. The 
dismissal of General Haider is confirmation of toe fact that Hitler 
has destroyed any possible revolt among toe Generals. 

Preparations are no. going on everywhere for a defensive war in 

the East and in the West. The Germans have made their last big 

scale offensive; they are not capable of another on the scale. The 

military machine, however, remains powerful and terrible, and there 

is no question but that toe subject nations will continue to be 

starved into submission. The Germans will and can resist until 

the last moment, remaining on the defensive, realizing that they 

cannot win, but hoping that their opponents will become exhausted 
meanwhile. 

The dissolution <f Germany from within is further advanced 
than the English think, and Hitler and all the high Mazis are 
possessed with the fear that Germany will be defeated from within, 
exactly as it was in the last war. They fear they will be 
"stabbed in the back." Because of this fear, Hitler now has more 
than 600,000 S.S. men behind the front. Previously he had a 
large propotion of his S.S. troops with him at the front, but now, 
according to the latest information, the last of the S.S. has been 


taken away from the front, and sent back into the interior of Germany 
for police purposes. 

It is most important to realize that the S.S. now have their 
own bomber services from the Luftwaffe, which means also that 
the Luftwaffe has now become in a sense linked with the S.S. This 
means that everything that is done from now on by the Luftwaffe is 
governed by fear of internal disorder. In the beginning the S.S. 
was only a bodyguard for Hitler, now it is a great army, organized 
for internal purposes. 

In Dr. Benes* opinion, if there is a second offensive, and it 
is sufficiently powerful, Germany will be finished a year from now, 
but this cannot happen until after there has been a defeat on land. 

A military defeat is a necessary preliminary for the collapse. 

Kith regard to transport difficulties within Germany, Dr. 

Benes said that on August 31 last, there were 594,000 railway cars 
including those taken from the subject countries; there were 
632,000 railway cars when the war began. With regard to locomotives, 
last month there were 6,000 less than required. 

With regard to Africa, and the attitude of the Italians, they 
feel certain of an allied offensive in North Africa. Mussolini 
fears any such offensive and has asked Hitler for help from Germany. 

In response, movements of German engineers and materiel are crossing 


Uw Brenner and defenaixe operations In Sicily aro no* being 
carried out. 

•ith regard to Spain, franco haa taken two important dooiaiona: 

1) ho haa roached the concluaion that Geraany .ill not .in over 
Runaia, ana that Geraany will therefore not .in tho .ar, and 2) 

Uiat Spain auat taken Into conaidoration tho diuappearance of tho 
Goraan Faciat Covornment. Thia, in Dr. Bon#o' opinion, io laport- 
ant inasmuch aa franco ia a fascist himself and becauoo tho inflation 
coaes for a guaranteed aource. 

With rogard to Ruaaia, Dr. Benea aorely repeated tho point of 
vie. of Russian officials, to the effect that thoro .ill be no 
furthor action against Uosco. this year, and that .hile another 
aonth of thia effort may bo expected in the region of tho Caucasus, 
there .ill bo no Russian disaster thia autumn on either oido of the 
Caucasian mountains. 
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\ AMERICAN EMBASSY 
LONDON 

November 4, 1942. 


Dear Kr. President, 

• ^ * have Just cabled to Secretary Hull my acceptance 

of the Indian assignment, and I must also express to you my deep 
appreciation of the confidence which you hav'e placed In me'. To 
go as your personal representative Is a high honor, and also a 
great responsibility, for I am fully aware of the difficulties 
Involved in the situation. I go with a genuine desire to help, 
and with seen enthusiasm. And now I an eagerly awaiting further 
Instructions as to the scope of your Intentions, and when and 
how you wish me to proceed. 

Now that Eleanor's visit to En land is nearing an 
er.d, I am sure you realize that It has been a triumphant success. 
Undoubtedly she has madea deep and lasting Impression every-, 
where. Even n C", the invlcible Brigadier, tells me that people 
have enthused to him about her. speeches, which have been de¬ 
livered with such simplicity and sincerity. And Lady Reading 
telle of the thousands of women, some cf whoa had to leave their 
homes at 4 a.m. and travel by train and bus to greet her, (El¬ 
eanor) at Canterbury, and felt Immensely well repaid in doing 
so. 

While she was a guest at Buckingham Palace, I walked 
down on several occasions to have a look at the crowds standing 
patiently around the gates for a glimpse of her, and I assure 
you It was touching to see among them so many of our own boys 
In uniform, to whom her presence here means so much. 

You will hear all this many times from many oeople, 
but I wanted to be among the first to tell you, as an old 
friend, what a really splendid Job she has done, end how grate¬ 
ful we all are to her for coming. 

The election returns are coming over slowly, but so 
far everything seems entirely satisfactory, and your continued 
control of Congress assured. That Is something to be thankful 
for in these conditions and times. 



to/ 


The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt. 




THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRET hHY OF STATE 

To reaa and return for my 

files. 


Enclosure 


F. D. R. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


Iecenber 30, 19+2 

MLMORANDUM FOR 

THi: SECRETARY OF ETaTE 

To read und return for ay 

file#. 


F. D. R, 


Enclosure 


Letter frooi Hon. Willin g PhUllp -. orHc* of 
** rv ' c **» An^ricitn Faba-vr, , London, 
1/17/4?, to toe Pre-iicient., In re h!s nee oHMon 
to Tnuln. 


PS F: ^ JfauZtpi/far. 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
LONDON 

December 17, 1942 

Dear Mr. President, 

As soon as I reoelve my final Instructions, I 
shall be off on the great adventure, and I must confess that 
I am becoming a bit Impatient because of the delays In receiv¬ 
ing them. Perhaps the time lost has been gained In some respects. 

I have had good talks with various members of the Government, 
notably the Prime Minister, Amery, Sir John Anderson and Grippe, 
as well as with other Indian experts and a number of Important 
Indians now In London. From this angle, of course, the 
general opinion can be summed up as follows: a complete readi¬ 
ness to give effect to the principle of self-determination In 
India, a duty however which oannot be fulfilled merely by 
walking out and leaving the India that the British have created, 
Including the millions of the minority groups, to muddle 
through to a solution. Certainly most of the British with 
whom I have dlsoussed these matters have a feeling of respon¬ 
sibility to prevent what they believe would be the bitterest 
kind of olvll war between the Hindu and Moslem populations, 

If all restraint from above disappears. 

Yesterday I had an amusing and interesting luncheon 




with the Prime Minister at 10, Downing Street. The only 
other persons besides Mre. Chnuohlll were Sir Archibald Clark 
Kerr, the British Ambassador In Moscow, and Casey of 
Australia, now Minister of State In Cairo. We sat down at 
1:30 and did not leave the table until a quarter to four, 
while Churohlll touched upon the military, economic and 
soolal conditions In every oorner of the earth. He was In 
grand form, as usual dressed In zipper suit and boots. He 
spoko of you as "the greatest pplrlt In the world of today". 
He was bitter about Wlllkle, and took the position that 
Wlllkle was fundamentally hostile to Britain, and therefore 
a danger In the present circumstances. Both Clark Kerr and 
Casey, who apparently knew Wlllkle well, tried to modify 
Churchill*e views In this respect, but failed utterly. 

There was one matter upon whloh he touched whloh 
I think worth while reporting to you. He said that he was 
your loyal follower In the North African campaign. He was, 
however, disturbed by the faot that there were no Joint 
plans under way for future operations. He regretted this 
very much, and said,as an aside,that he was ready to make 
a winter's transatlantic crossing by plane If only some 
agreement oould be reached with you for this purpose. 

While he was very cordial In his references to 
my Mission to Delhi, I gathered from other souroes, and 
among them members of his Cabinet, that he Is less liberal- 
minded In his attitude towards India than the general 



feeling here In official and unofficial circles. Churchill 
made use of his familiar phrase, that he was not prepared 
to sacrifice any part of the British Empire, but then again 
later on In the conversation he touched upon the necessity of 
giving India Dominion status, provided only that the Indian 
political parties were In agreement. Amery Is far more 
definite In his feelings that that Is the only answer to the 
problem, and he enoouraged me to do everything I can to 
persuade the leaders of the necessity of getting together 
for Informal discussions. 

I hope, Mr. President, that I can be of some little 
help, although I have no delusions with regard to the 
difficulties and complications, and the ease with which one 
can make a false step and destroy ones usefulness. I shall 
manoeuver oarefully and will not attempt anything at first 
except to‘gAl4i; the confidence and friendship of the Indians 
themselves. Out of that relationship, If I can accomplish 
that much, a door may be opened which will will show me the 
way In whloh to move wisely and helpfully. 

Again let me assure you how deeply I appreciate the 
high honor of representing you In a personal capclty. I will 
do the best I can to carry out my Instructions, but I hope 
that neither you nor the Secretary will expect too much In 
the way of definite results. The divisions throughout India 
between the political and religious groups are so deep- 
seated and of such historical significance that the problem 
of a free and Independent India, able to stand on Its own 
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feet, 1b certainly a terrlflo one. 

You may have heard of the death of Arthur 
Murray's wife yeeterday. Hie slater called me this morning 
on the phone to tell me that she died In a nursing home In 
Ascot of toxin poisoning. The body Is to be cremated and 
taken for burial tomorrow to Scotland. 

With all good wishes, 



The President, 


The White House. 



v /"Wc- /-Vi. 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


December 31, 1942 


The President 

The White House 
My dear Mr. President: 

You will recall that in June we sent two men, Captain 
Ilia Tolstoy and Lieutenant Brooke Dolan on a mission to 
Tibet. They carried with them a personal letter from you 
to the Dalai Lama, together with a specially designed watch 
as a gift. These men recently arrived in Tibet, and today 
I received from tnem the following message: 

y 

n Tne following message is for President 
Roosevelt from Dalai iKuna, as given by the 
Kashag Cabinet Ministers of the Government of 
Tibet: 




'On December twelfth, your emissaries to 
his holiness the Dalai Lama, Captain Tolstoy and 
Lieutenant Brooke Dolan, arrived in Lhasa. At 
an official reception of December twentieth, 
your letter and photograph were presented to the 
Dalai Lama and the regent. It is desired by 
their holinesses that we convey to you their 
warmest appreciation of your good will.'" 


Respectfully, 


l 


William J. Donovan 
Director 



